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The Infiltrating Situation of Direct Legislation in the US.
—— Based on up-date researches in the US. and Japan——

Soichiro MAEYAMA
(Professor of Urban Studies, Hachinohe University)

For building the common basis this article aims at examining and clarifying how the

initiative and referendum, devices of direct legislation have been infiltrating over the US.

according to the up date result, including John G. Matsusaka (University of Southern Califor-
nia) and Maeyama [Direct Legislation and Citizen Alternative in the US, 2009, Ochanomizu-
shobo Publishing, Tokyo].

The result has been provided like below :

1

2)

3)

4)

27 States have adopted citizen initiative and referendum. There are a few states that
could not succeeded to enforce them, though they passed already.

According to the ICMA’s result (4,552 cities), about 409% among US cities have
initiative devices, and 20 top big cities mostly have initiative devices. Therefore
71.49 of voters are in the situation that they can access the initiative or referendum
in the US (including the cities with Initiatives/Referenda as well as without them).
The initiative tends to be used by its level-characters. In states the main issue of it
is tax and public finance, governance (political improvement, election etc), on the
other hand in cities and counties zoning, land use and open space are the main issues-
the familiar issues that are so close to every day life.

Overall popular initiative and referendum is now becoming the “standard framework”
for citizen’s intention in the level of localities in the US.



