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Forming and Background of “Levy Voting” in United States-From view
point of “Citizen-initiative Monetary Circulation”

Soichiro MAEYAMA
(Hachinohe Univ.)

The main issue that this article is based on is that how can monetary circulation is carried
out for the citizen’s sake. From viewpoint of International Study on local governance (B.
Denters & L.E. Rose), in many industrial counties such as European countries, Australia, NZ,
US, “shift from Local government” to “Local Governance” has been driven in each cities. The
main device is “Democratic Governance” such as decision-making system on community base
(neighborhood council, neighborhood plan), Citizen initiative and referendum, Round-table
between NPO and government, Home Rule Charter etc.

In US “Levy Voting” is estimated as “most important system that affects and has efficient
decision making on public policies in federal, states’, and local level”.

How “Levy Voting” works well for monetary circulation for the sake of citizens’ public
benefit in US localities.

On the basis of this question, this article aims at forming and background of “Levy Voting”.

Initiatives and referenda started at state-levels, and while adopting to local level they have
taken the “levy voting” style that treat the community problems so closely such as making
community libraries, making schools. It is one phase of community planning.

The style is called “Ballot Initiative Revolution”. In 1978 proposition 13 was proposed for
the property tax cut in California by state-residents, and due to the result of vote it was passed.
This action was called “Tax Revolt”. In the late years of 1970s-80s according to this success,
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citizen initiative was proposed so active on the realm of environment, education, human service
etc beside tax-issue in many states. And more. According to T.M. Gordon, 1990-2000 while
the number of initiatives in states is 450, one in local level is 730. Since 1990’s initiative (and
popular referendum) has been used as the tool that is served for the problem-solving in
localities. And due to my analysis especially in city level big portion of initiatives and
referenda have been proposed from eyelevel of citizens on the daily-life-issue. (In counties
transportation such as light rail is the most usual issue. On the other hand in cities zoning
(open space etc), facilities, water are the big issue.)

Initiative and popular referendum is the legal form that asks community residents about
intention for many issues. But what is important is that it has had the social function. It has
been taking the position that guarantees social control to budget making on localities for
community residents in many cities in US. The symbolic one would be the voting to invest-
ment (levy to property tax) for community libraries, and voting to investment (levy to car-
tax) for monorail.



