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Mrs. Gould knew the history of the San
Tomé mine. Worked in the early days
mostly by means of lashes on the backs of
slaves, its yield had been paid for in its own
Whole tribes of

Indians had perished in the exploitation;

weight of human bones.

and then the mine was abandoned, since
with this primitive method it had ceased to
make a profitable return, no matter how
many corpses were thrown into its maw.
Then it became forgotten. It was redis-
covered after the War of Independence.
An English company obtained the right to
work it, and found so rich a vein that
neither the exactions of successive govern-
ments, nor the periodical raids of recruiting
officers upon the population of paid miners
they had created, could discourage their
perseverance.’
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For the San Tomé mine was to become an
institution, a rallying point for everything
in the province that needed order and sta-
bility to live. Security seemed to flow
upon this land from the mountain-gorge.
The authorities of Sulaco had learned that
the San Tomé mine could make it worth
their while to leave things and people
alone. This was the nearest approach to
the rule of common-sense and justice Char-
les Gould felt it possible to secure at first.
In fact, the mine, with its organization, its

population growing fiercely attached to

their position of privileged safety, with its
armoury, with its Don Pépé, with its armed
body of serenos (where, it was said, many
an outlaw and deserter—and even some
members of Hernandez’s band—had found
a place), the mine was a power in the land.
(110)
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The main thing now for success was to
get away from the coast and gain the
middle of the gulf before day broke. The
Isabels were somewhere at hand. “On
your left as you look forward, sendr,” said
Nostromo, suddenly. When his voice
ceased, the enormous stillness, without
light or sound, seemed to affect Decoud’s
senses like a powerful drug. He didn’t
even know at times whether he were asleep
or awake. Like a man lost in slumber, he
heard nothing, he saw nothing. Even his
hand held before his face did not exist for
his eyes. The change from the agitation,
the passions and the dangers, from the
sights and sounds of the shore, was so
complete that it would have resembled
death had it not been for the survival of his
thoughts.

peace they floated vivid and light, like

In this foretaste of eternal

unearthly clear dreams of earthly things
that may haunt the souls freed by death
from the misty atmosphere of regrets and
hopes. Decoud shook himself, shuddered a
bit, though the air that drifted past him was

warm. He had the strangest sensation of
his soul having just returned into his body
from the circumambient darkness in which
land, sea, sky, the mountains, and the rocks
were as if they had not been. (261-62)
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The word “incorrigible”—a word lately
pronounced by Dr. Monygham—floated

into her still and sad immobility. Incorri-
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gible in his devotion to the great silver
mine was the Sendr Administrador! In-
corrigible in his hard, determined service of
the material interests to which he had
pinned his faith in the triumph of order and
She had a clear vision

justice. Poor boy!

of the grey hairs on his temples. He was
perfect—perfect. What more could she
have expected? [...] There were to be no
more. An immense desolation, the dread
of her own continued life, descended upon
the first lady of Sulaco. With a prophetic
vision she saw herself surviving alone the
degradation of her young ideal of life, of
love, of work—all alone in the Treasure
House of the World. The profound, blind,
suffering expression of a painful dream
settled on her face with its closed eyes. In
the indistinct voice of an unlucky sleeper,
lying passive in the grip of a merciless
nightmare, she stammered out aimlessly
the words—

“Material interest.” (521-22)
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I did not hesitate to make that central
First of all the thing is
perfectly credible : Italians were swarming

figure an Italian.

into the Occidental Province at the time, as
anybody who will read further can see;
and secondly, there was no one who could

stand so well by the side of Giorgio Viola
the Garibaldino, the Idealist of the old,
humanitarian revolutions. For myself I
needed there a man of the People as free as
possible from his class-conventions and all
settled modes of thinking. This is not a
My reasons
Had he been

an Anglo-Saxon he would have tried to get

side snarl at conventions.
were not moral but artistic.
into local politics. But Nostromo does not
aspire to be a leader in a personal game.
He does not want to raise himself above
the mass. He is content to feel himself a
power—within the People.

(Preface to Nostromo, xi-xii)
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The plain had resumed its shadowy im-
mobility. He descended the ridge and
found himself in the open solitude, between
the harbour and the town. Its spacious-
ness, extended indefinitely by an effect of
obscurity, rendered more sensible his pro-

found isolation. His pace became slower.

No one waited for him ; no one thought of
him ; no one expected or wished his return.
“Betrayed! Betrayed!” he muttered to
himself. No one cared. He might have
been drowned by this time. No one would
have cared—unless, perhaps, the children,
he thought to himself.

the English signora, and not thinking of

But they were with

him at all.

He wavered in his purpose of making
straight for the Casa Viola. To what end?
What could he expect there? His life
seemed to fail him in all its details, even to
the scornful reproaches of Teresa. He
was aware painfully of his reluctance.
Was it that remorse which she had pro-
phesied with, what he saw now, was her
last breath ?” (422)
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He gasped a little. Decoud was affected
by the novelty of his position. Intellectu-
ally self-confident, he suffered from being
deprived of the only weapon he could use
with effect. No intelligence could pene-
trate the darkness of the Placid Gulf.
There remained only one thing he was
certain of, and that was the overweening
vanity of his companion. It was direct,

uncomplicated, naive, and effectual.

Decoud, who had been making use of him,
had tried to understand his man thorough-
ly. He had discovered a complete single-
ness of motive behind the varied manifesta-
tions of a consistent character. This was
why the man remained so astonishingly
simple in the jealous greatness of his con-
ceit. And now there was a complication.
It was evident that he resented having been
given a task in which there were so many
chances of failure. “I wonder,” thought
Decoud, “how he would behave if I were
not here.”

He heard Nostromo mutter again, “No !
there is no room for fear on this lighter.
Courage itself does not seem good enough.
I have a good eye and a steady hand ; no
man can say he ever saw me tired or
uncertain what to do; but por Dios, Don
Martin, I have been sent out into this black
calm on a business where neither a good
eye, nor a steady hand, nor judgment are

”»

any use....” He swore a string of oaths in
Spanish and Italian under his breath.
“Nothing but sheer desperation will do for

this affair.” (275-76)
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Joyce Carol Oates, ‘“The Immense
Indifference of Things’; The Tragedy of
Conrad’s Nostromo”, Joseph Conrad : Criti-
cal Assessments, ed. Keith Carabine, 4vols.
(Mountfiels : Helm Information Ltd, 1992),
11, 604.
then aggressively realistic ; it smothers us

Z Z T “The novel is symbolic,

with detail, then draws back to make cer-
tain psychological analogies between the
silver and the interior delusions that guide
most of the novel’s characters.” £ \» 95 5 &
N sh, ZOFERORENE, L ICwER
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Joseph Conrad, Nostromo : A Tale of the
Seaboard, The Medallion Edition of the
Works of Joseph Conrad (London: The
Gresham Publishing Co. Ltd., 1925), VIII,
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Arnold Kettle, “The Greatness of Joseph
Conrad”, Joseph Conrad : Critical Assess-
ments, 1,563. ZOIERmD T —~1BIL T,
“The main theme of the novel, fundamental
to the personal themes that form the ‘story,’
is the corrupting power of the silver mine,”
EEZEL, RILOREMHNL b DK 2 EHK
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“The Immense Indifference of Things”,
Joseph  Conrad : Critical ~Assessments, 11,
602. $RILDITICBIL T, “Like the ivory of
Heart of Darkness, the silver of the San
Tomé mine casts a kind of enchantment
over the land. Men are bewitched by it or
seduced into desperate action on its behalf ;
like the accursed gringos, drawn to trea-
sure out onto the peninsula of Azuera and
thereby trapped under the ‘fatal spell of
their success,” they lose their souls—are
paradoxically rich and yet starving.” £ § &
L, bloxr7 4 7l EFRRICAL &
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Robert Penn Warren, “Nostromo”, Joseph
Conrvad : Critical Assessments, 11, 580.
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“destructive element” ZiH U TRD &L 5 I
IRART W%, “To conclude the reading of the
passage, man, as a natural creature, is not
born to swim in the dream, with gills and
fins, but if he submits in his own imperfect,
‘natural’ way he can learn to swim and
keep himself up, however painfully, in the
destructive element. To surrender to the
incorrigible and ironical necessity of the
‘idea,” that is man’s fate and his only tri-
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tory Politics: The Ontology of Society in
Nostromo”, Joseph Conrvad : Critical
Assessments, 1I,658-59. [/ A tua—E] I
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EL T30, OB TRD &S
REENEINTWS, “But Conrad’s relent-
less quest for values—his almost strident
affirmation, for example, of fidelity, honor,
and mastery—insists nonetheless on the
need to believe. Unable to resign himself
to his negative conclusions, Conrad also
affirms the importance of transcending con-
tingency—even if this is an unattainable
goal” ZDZEIZXY, ZHMETET E
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“Conrad’s Contradictory Politics: The
Ontology of Society in Nostromo”, Joseph
Conrad : Critical Assessments, 11, 655. T4
kD BE B A 8 % “evolution” & “revolu-
tion” DXL % W T L Tuvs %, “Despite
this abusive caricature, however, Conrad’s
novel ironically but importantly undercut
the hope of evolutionary change and
instead portrays revolutionary action as a
more effective route to social betterment.
The evolutionary model fails disastrously
and ingloriously with the collapse of the
five-year transitional dictatorship of Presi-
dent Ribiera.” 2 > Z v N IZ “revolution”
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“The Greatness of Joseph Conrad”, Joseph
Conrad : Critical Assessments, 11, 566.
> F v REOE#HD—> %, “Betrayal and
isolation—that sense of guilt so powerful in
the socially and intellectually dispossessed
of our time—are powerful themes in
Conrad’snovels.” £FFL,[/ A Fu—=E]Iz
B 2 RBIFER 2R T T 5,

Peter Christmas, “Conrad’s Nostromo : A
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Tale of Europe”, Joseph Conrad : Critical
Assessments, 11, 622. “After the French
betrayal of Poland in 1863, disgust was
probably the greater part of Conrad’s atti-
tude towards Louis Napoleon when he
thought of him as an individual person;
but, considered as the representative of
Caesarism, the emperor inspired fear as
well. That is why Conrad turns back to
the Anglo-Saxons, whose limitations he
knows so well and whose virtues are small
but reliable.” U EDOFIHRE%2E&D, I~
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“The Greatness of Joseph Conrad”, Joseph
Conrad : Critical Assessments, 11, 563. &
LN EYREOFN, HRIZOWTRD L S
IE KL w3, “Infact, the characters are
not simple at all; by the end of the book
their depths and complexities are well
established ; it is their presentation which
is simplified. Like the Elizabethan drama-
tists, Conrad employs his own convention
for the revelation of social life.” 2> 7 v
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“The Greatness of Joseph Conrad”, Joseph
Conrvad : Critical Assessments, 11, 561.
“The theme of the story is degradation
—the degradation of the ruled and of the
death. The
irony is fundamental to the whole concept
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rulers : darkness, horror,
of the story and, for the most part, it is a
controlled irony : the ignorance and com-
placency of the metropolitan organisers
contrasted with the facts of colonial exploi-
tation ; the idealisation of Kurtz by his
fiancée contrasted with the truth, that he is
the very essence of dark corruption.” Z®
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——REHEDLOTH S LML T2, M
O CIREEET L2 /A b —FIZLTH,
“degradation” D7 at A L bHhb¥TEZ S
&, IVYOBBELHE LI DEEL S



12.

13.

W W[ Abu—%] KBS Ay IR ] OBESE

%o
““The Immense Indifference of Things’;

The Tragedy of Conrad’s Nostromo”, Jose-

ph Conrad : Critical Assessments, 11, 593.
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il TRD X HICE R LT3, “The spiri-
tual cannot, in Conrad, redeem the mate-
rial ; spiritual interests cannot bring mate-
rial interests into the truly human sphere.
“Nostromo”, Joseph Conrad : Critical
Assessments, 11, 583.  “First, Nostromo is a
complex of personal stories, intimately
interfused, a chromatic scale of attitudes, a
study in the definition and necessity of ‘illu-
sion’ as Conrad freighted that word. FEach

character lives by his necessary idealiza-
tion, up the scale from the ‘natural’ man
Nostromo, whose only idealization is that
primitive one of his vanity, to Emilia
Gould, who, more than any other, has pur-
ged the self and entered the human commu-
nity.” Z OESDO ANz b OITE R %
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zation” N\, fEEDNTARNERMI oL L
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Contrastive Structure in Nostromo : The Function to
Connect Miscellaneous Elements

Hiroshi WATANABE

One of Conrad’s prominent works, Nostromo, includes a number of elements concerning its
characters and complicated landmarks, which often gives confusing images to its readers. But
through the story, it has certain rhythms in its structures and arrangements of its elements.
Because of such rhythms the story is never boring and holds an exciting suspense and persua-
siveness to the end. One of the important factors that produce the rhythms is the excellent use
of ‘contrast’ among the many, in some way, confusing, elements. The purpose of this paper is
to analyze the use of contrast in several aspects and to find their effects in this story, also
considering the symbolic meanings of the elements.



