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The second and the third Thai-Lao friendship bridges across the Mekong river and
connects the cities located in two countries, Thailand and Laos. Many Lao people who
live in Savannakhet usually go to Mhukdahan, Thailand via the second friendship bridge
for medical treatment and shopping. These two cities consist of one medical care zone
and market area. We can see the same situation between Thakhek, Laos and Nakhon
Phanom, Thailand linked by the third friendship bridge. The geographical size of these
medical care zones and market areas are seen as micro-regions from the view point of
the scale and level notion. However, the friendship bridges are planned and constructed
for the regional formation in sub-region level that consisted from five Indo-China
peninsula’s nations and two provinces in China. So, the movement of sub-regional

formation could have “cross-level effect(s)" that introduce the formation of micro-region.





