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Current Conditions and Issues in Finding Employment for
Preschool Education Program Students
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Abstract The average five-year job placement rate for graduates of the preschool
education program at Hachinohe Junior College is currently 98.6%. Additionally,
the number of job offers, particularly those from the Tokyo area, has also increased
over the past three years. Based off of these statistics, it would seem that gradu-
ates would have no concerns with finding a job in preschool education.

However, problems are apparent when we more closely examine the data and
job specifics. The first issue is the unemployment rate of over 77% for preschool
educators in the Hachinohe area compared to the national average of only 23%.
The second issue is that of lower wages. The average monthly wage for preschool
educators in the Hachinohe area is less than that of the Tokyo area, as well as the
national average. Additionally, there are other issues such as the wage system,
job conditions, a high turnover rate, a shortage of childcare workers, and the quali-
ty of childcare teachers.

As there are plenty of job openings both in the Hachinohe and Tokyo areas,
graduates can find employment relatively easily. However, a student question-
naire shows that almost all students are concerned about employment and their
future. They express a lack of confidence in working in childcare, not because of
anxiety over their teaching skills or knowledge, but rather they report distress
over communicating with colleagues and children’s parents. Students also report
concerns over how they will be treated at the workplace. It is not unusual for
preschool teachers to quit after a year of work to find employment at a different
daycare center.
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