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Two “Outside” Factors for Strengthening Environmental Cooperation in Northeast
Asia:
Experiences in the Mekong region and Southeast Asia

Masashi YOKOTA

Senior Lecturer, Hachinohe Gakuin University

Environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia not only fails to regulate actions and
substances that cause environmental damage, but is also weak institutionally, without legal
binding force. When East Asia is considered as a region, Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, and
the Mekong region fall into sub-regions, and similarities in relations among countries within
the region can be recognized. In Southeast Asia, the involvement of international
organizations, including those from outside the region, has led to the formation of legally
binding environmental agreements. The Mekong region, based on the norm of promoting
development, has introduced institutions that enable the regulation of activities that cause
environmental damage. From these points of view, two points "outside" of environmental
cooperation in the subregion, (1) development and (2) non-subregional actors, can contribute

to the strengthening of environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia.





