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Table 1. Employment in artisanal mining
(From ILO, 1999).

Conti Number of miners
ontinent 11
(million)
Asia/Pacific 6.7-7.2
Africa 3.0-3.7
Latin America 1.4-1.6
Developed countries 0.4-0.7
Total 11.5-13.2
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Figure 1. Mercury production in the world
and in Spain, and index-corrected
prices of Hg and gold in the world
market over three decades”.
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Figure 2. Methods used in artisanal mining
operations to extract gold with
mercury”.
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Figure 4. Gold-amalgamation using mercury
by a young gold panner®®.
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